MRF History Tour: Sherman's March North
Saturday 29 July 2006

Schedule and Route
Times are approximate and are subject to Tour Director's adjustments for weather or safety related issues.

10:00AM = Registration in progress at Museum of the Cape Fear Historical Complex (801 Arsenal Avenue, Fayetteville, NC, 910-486-1330).  We'll have a guided tour of the Cape Fear Museum and Armory.  We'll enjoy an interesting narrative to be presented by the Museum Staff.  There will be a musket fire (click-flash-boom-smoke!) by Museum Staff if we're lucky.  Then we will review the route for Leg 1 and have a Safety Meeting by Tour Director.  It will be about 12:30PM before next available bathroom stop.  Plan accordingly. 
11:15AM = Depart Museum to ride Leg 1 ending at the site of the Clarendon Bridge burned by the retreating Confederate Army. Leg 1 is about 2.4 miles and 10 minutes long.

Route for Leg 1:


1. Leaving the parking lot turn right onto Armory Avenue and go 50 yards to the stop sign.


2. Turn left onto Bradford Street and go 1 block to the stop light.


3. Turn right onto Hay Street and head for the Market House.  Be aware that there is an Arts 
Festival in progress and where Hay Street is paved with bricks, the speed limit is very low.


4. Go past the Market House, the street name changes to Person Street.

5. Cross Eastern Boulevard (Business I95)


6. Cross bridge over Cape Fear River.


7. Just past the bridge, turn left onto Dunn Road.  Unsignalized intersection - use caution.

8. Immediately turn right and park.

11:25AM = Arrive at site of Clarendon Bridge.  This stop will be about 15 minutes long.  Narrative at Bridge by Tour Director. We'll walk back up to the bridge (100 yards) to listen to the Tour Director give an exciting and enlightening narrative.  Security will be provided for the bikes while we are away.  There are no restroom facilities at this stop. We'll review the route for Leg 2 and have another Safety Meeting.
11:40AM = Depart bridge to ride Leg 2 ending at the Old Bluff Presbyterian Church.  Leg 2 is about 13.2 miles and 18 minutes long.
Route for Leg 2:


1. Leaving the parking area turn right onto Dunn Road and ride about 11 miles to Wade.


2. At the flashing yellow light in Wade, go straight for 1 mile.


3. Dunn Road (US 301 North) will curve to the right, turn left onto Sisk Culbreth Road (SR 1802) at the


fork and go over the railroad tracks.  Go about 0.6 mile.  Caution:  Limited sight distance when 
turning left and rough railroad crossing just past that.

4. Take the next left hand turn onto Old Bluff Church Road (SR 1709).  Go 1/2 mile to end of pavement.

5. At the end of the pavement turn left into the Church grounds.  Please park to the right just past the


Church along the path, leaving room for others to pass on the left.  This is a Cemetery.  Be respectful.

11:58AM = Arrive at Old Bluff Presbyterian Church.  This stop will be about 15 minutes long. There will be a short walking tour of Church grounds. Security will be provided for the bikes while we are away. Then you get to listen to a narrative by your Tour Director about events that occurred on the evening of Wednesday, 15 March, 1865, at this site.  There are no restroom facilities at this stop.  Before we depart, the route for Leg 3 will be reviewed and safety will be emphasized.
12:13PM = Depart Old Bluff Presbyterian Church to ride Leg 3 to Averasboro Battlefield & Museum. 

Leg 3 is about 7.4 miles and about 8 minutes long.
Route for Leg 3:

1. Continue on along the sandy path and turn right back onto the paved road (Old Bluff Church Road).

2. At the stop sign, turn left onto Sisk Culbreth Road (SR 1802).  Stay on this road, it becomes Royal


Street when you get to Godwin.  Go to the stop sign at Main Street (NC 82).

3. Turn left onto Main Street (NC 82 North) and go almost 1/2 mile to the stop sign at Burnett Road.


4. Turn right onto Burnett Road (NC 82 North). Go 3.4 miles to Averasboro Battlefield & Museum.


5. Turn left into the Museum grounds.

12:21PM = Arrive Averasboro Battlefield & Museum (NC 82 South, Erwin, NC, 910-891-5019).  This stop will be about 45 minutes long.  Tour the interesting museum and gift shop.  A local Historian will provide a Narrative on the events of March 1865 and significance of those events.  There are bathroom facilities at this stop.  After reviewing Leg 4 and reminding everyone to be safe, we'll depart for a Water Break in Dunn.
1:06PM = Depart Averasboro Battlefield & Museum to ride Leg 4 to the Short Stop Exxon Convenience Store in Dunn for a Water Break.  Leg 4 is about 6.2 miles and 8 minutes long.

Route for Leg 4:


1. Leaving the Museum parking area, turn left back onto Bennett Road (NC 82 North).  Go 100 feet.

2. Turn right onto Arrowhead Road (SR 1780).  Go 1 1/4 miles to the stop sign.


3. Turn left to stay on Arrowhead Road (SR 1780).  Go 1 mile to the stop sign.


4. Turn right to stay on Arrowhead Road (SR1780).  Go 0.9 mi. to US 301 at the traffic light.

5. Turn left onto US 301 North towards Dunn.  Go 2.3 miles to downtown Dunn to a traffic light. 


6. Turn right onto NC 55 East/US 421 South.  Go 0.7 mile.


7. Turn right onto Jessie Tart Circle and then immediately left into the Short Stop Exxon Convenience

Store just before the I95 bridge.
1:14PM = Arrive Short Stop Exxon Convenience Store (1008 E. Cumberland Street, Dunn, NC) for a 20 minute long Water Break.  After getting refreshments (riders are responsible for their own refreshments) we'll review Leg 5 and have a brief Safety Meeting.
1:34PM = Depart Short Stop to ride Leg 5 to Bentonville.  Leg 5 is about 18.5 miles and 26 minutes long.
Route for Leg 5.


1. Turn right onto Jessie Tart Circle and go 100 feet to the stop sign.


2. Turn right onto E. Cumberland Street (NC 55 East/US 421 South) and go under I95.


3.  After going under I95, turn left at the light to stay on NC 55 East.  Go 11.1 miles. 

4. Turn left onto Cox Mill Road (SR 1642).  It will be the second left, about 1.9 miles, past NC 96 in a


right hand bend.  Be careful making the left hand turn.  Don't look for a street sign because there isn't


one.  Pay attention to traffic.  Go 1.8 miles to the stop sign at NC 50.


5. Cross NC 50 and go over I40 and go 2.3 miles to the stop sign at US 701.  

6. Cox Mill Road becomes Harper House Road.  Cross US 701.  Be careful, it is a weird intersection. 


Go 2 1/2 miles to the Bentonville Visitor Center and Museum on the left.  You can't miss it.

2:00PM = Arrive Bentonville (5466 Harper House Road, Four Oaks, NC, 910-594-0789). This stop will be about 1 hour & 15 minutes long.  We'll watch the video of events at Bentonville in 1865, tour the museum, Harper House, Kitchen and Slave Quarters.  Then we'll do the riding tour of the actual sites we learned about, upon returning to the Visitors Center we'll view the new LED map of where we just toured.  Your Tour Director will review Leg 6 and remind everyone about the importance of safety. 
3:15PM = Depart Bentonville to ride Leg 6 to Stewart.  Leg 6 is about 10.1 miles and 11 minutes long.
Route for Leg 6:


1. Leaving the Visitor Center parking area, turn right and go 100 feet to the stop sign.


2. Turn left onto Harper House Road (SR 1008).  Go 1.7 miles to the second left.

3. Turn left onto Bass Road (SR 1194), which becomes Devil's Racetrack Road (SR 1009).

Go 8.5 miles to Stewart.


4. Turn left into dirt parking area at Carolina Campaign Marker in "downtown" Stewart. 

3:26PM = Arrive Stewart.  There will be a very brief narrative by the Tour Director about the events on "this wretched road".  We'll review the route for Leg 7 and have the last Safety Meeting.

3:36PM = Depart Stewart to ride Leg 7 to Holt Lake Barbeque & Seafood.  Leg 7 is about 4.8 miles and

7 minutes long.
Route for Leg 7:


1. Turn left and continue going the same direction as you were on Devil's Racetrack Road (SR 1009)


towards
Smithfield.  Go 3.9 miles to the stop sign at US 701.


2. Turn right onto US 701 North.  The road becomes US 301 North.  Go 1.1 miles to Holt Lake

Barbeque and Seafood on the left, just past Holt Lake.

3. Park and secure your bike & gear as there will be no security provided.

3: 43PM = Arrive Holt Lake Barbeque and Seafood (3506 US 301 South, Smithfield, NC, 919-934-0148).  We'll have an area to ourselves to eat and rest from the heat.  Your Tour Director will deliver the final Narrative, summarizing and connecting all of the stops we made today. Riders are responsible for their own lunches.

The MRF History Tour - Sherman's March North will conclude when lunch ends. 
Cell Phone Numbers for the Day:

Bruce Harris
Tour Director





919-389-4422

Vinny Neuman
Security, Sweep, Webmaster and everything else
919-522-4922
