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NC State Issues:

CBA State Lobby Day for 2011 is set for Wednesday, February 2, 2011. Please mark your calendars.
It would be nice if we could have a good Chatham turnout.

Marc Basnight (DEM), who led the NC Senate for 18 years is resigning because of health reasons.
Democrats Choose House Minority Leader: When Rep. Joe Hackney (D-Orange) vacates the House

Speaker's office next month, he will be the House Democrat Minority Leader. Hackney was
unopposed for the position in caucus voting this past week.

Federal issues:

Eight States in South, West to Gain House Seats Based on 2010 Census Results

Republican-leaning states all across the South and West will gain congressional seats based on the results of
the 2010 Census, according to population counts released Tuesday. The Census Bureau announced that eight
states will gain a total of 12 seats, while 10 states -- mostly in the Northeast and Midwest -- will lose seats. The
population shift sets the stage for potential GOP gains in Congress in 2012, while changing the political
landscape ahead of a presidential race which in some respects is already starting. "The 2010 Census will serve
as a backbone for our political and economic system for years to come," Commerce Secretary Gary Locke
said. The Census Bureau unveiled the first package of results from the 2010 head count during a press
conference in Washington. Director Robert Groves used the ceremony to announce the official U.S. population
count as of April 2010 -- 308,745,538. The number marks a 9.7 percent increase from a decade earlier, a
slower growth rate than recorded in previous counts. The population in 2000 was 281.4 million. But the regional
population shifts are what matter to lawmakers looking to boost their party's numbers in Washington. The
Census is used to shape state legislative seats and allocate the 435 seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives. With growth in the South and West averaging about 14 percent, states in those regions are
set to gain the most additional representation in Congress. Texas, continuing seven consecutive decades of
growth, will gain the most seats with four more House members in 2012. Florida gains two, while Arizona,
Georgia, Nevada, South Carolina, Utah and Washington each gain one. States losing seats include lllinois,
lowa, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania. All those
states lost one seat apiece, save for New York and Ohio, which lost two each. The shift of seats out of Ohio
and into Florida, both legendary swing states, means the Sunshine State could take on a bigger role as a
presidential battleground in 2012. States that gain more seats will be worth more in the Electoral College --
meaning presidential candidates from both parties may be spending more time in the South and West than they
did in the last election. The Census numbers are also used to allocate billions in federal aid. Plus Locke noted
that businesses can use the information to figure out where they want to invest.

Awareness is our best defense. Please stay involved legislatively.

Read DocSki’s blog: http://docskivnv.bravejournal.com
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